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Be8vtlfu~ ~atogQ St a te Park in Poc~hon tac County 18 

\yplca1 01 t hose 1n ell of t he state park s be i ng developed 

by the Stat e Conferva tlon Commission . Watoga has 10 . 335 

aores o f l and 1n t he Al legheny Mountains east of the Gr een-

br i er r iver in Pocahonta s County . It 1s under de velo~en t 

as a et a t e park :>.nd will offer to t he public when cOr.:lp l eted 

OD e Of t he most a ttraotive vi s iting places in the United 

S t~te6--a - Nature l ove r s par adi se". Pl ane call for everything 

tbat can be added t o make 1t a show place . 

The r e is a large l ake e leven acre s in extent, for boa t -

ins . ba t hing and :!1 eh i ng j a :tUJllber of H t
' fi oi 0' 1 Y lwioU g Ai. 

.ell t urni sh ed ec.bino ; camp Gite8, pi cni c gr ounds j a syst em of 

sute:obile reeds , f oo t trail s a nd brddle paths . 

Good fi sh ing may be f ound in nearby streams in season 

~d bunt1ng u pon l ands a d j acent to the pa r k which in itself 

CO~ ti tuteB an excellen t game pr e6e ~·ve. 

~atoga Park 1s t he lar ge s t of Ne st Vi r ginia State ParkS. 

h 18 loCated in heavi l y wooded r olling mountain coun U"Y · It. 

~, Il nUll p-otrth ot young tiZ!lber and p l an t life I so Une in 

fle\ t~t Il par t o f it hal been designa t ed a s an arbor etum . 

T.s, ' l rrln1. 1. a ~ountalnou. land o f r ugged beauty and 

.... ~ •• tA. pubiUoly .dII1n l l t .red. fore . U snd psrka wh1ch repre~ 

• \.u :o.e~lls of tt. p1o,ur • • que torllltl-Uon ~ d t h wh i oh neture 

.. neal, h4e~ \ 1' . t.u. Tt • ••• 1"" w111 "er YO t M ' hr .... 

'If po • t Ir •• "-I an::otn.r orO. of •• ro~.~ tl~l. tlm~r • 
r r. "~alto ,1 t .. 0111tl •• tor th. oHis.

nl 
of 
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a l 6~e pr e Bcrve s f r om ~hlch to repopu l~te ad j acent pu~l lc 

, !looting anei f ish ing grounds. 

The sta te parks are being developed through the agency 

of cee Camps. ~uch progre Gs has been made in fi t tlng the~ 

fo t t he enjoyment of t he ?co ple. Trips can be a rr anged for 

beauti ful dri ves , week ends , SUndeys and hol idey s . One of 

t hese parks can be r eached 1n a fe w hours fr o;!! almost any 

section of the St ate . 

In the various c~ps t here i s plenty of ente rt aln~en t 

for t he bo¥s ; they can hunt deer , squir rels, grou se and bear 

1n season . They have individual counsel by the Educa tional 

edvi ser s in the various c~~ps and by t he Co:n~any Com~ander, 

the doctor and others are ava ilable . They get to know the 

boy , his prob l ems , home condi tions , soc try to help him ge t 

acju s ted and get him intereste d in the camp educational pro

ve.::! and recreational hobby and leisure time activity. 

Taen t hey l eave camp , 90 per cen t of the 000 boy& have work. 

The boy. a re popula r ~i th t h e pub lic . Many ar e no~ coming 

t o bel i e ve t ha t the CCC is l a rgely educat ional t r aining to 

:take the bo y e bette r fitted phy sically , men t all y and voca

t\o"ally ~o get along in the world; to a i d them i n sel f 

ouhure , l elf- expre BBlon and. b e tter u s e o f lei sure ti r:le . It 

I • "'r1lc f o r ~he Ccn~ ervn " ion and tra i n ing o f youth a s well 

• \ .• Con.e rvllt.lon en naUonal rC lleuroes . 

I/:ore In4 lIore ~he putlll0 10. r aa1.1::1 ne; "ll"hl t tile coo h 

til t l.1 0")" 1. Tn e OIJllVI 8.l"e beoom ing popular e nd ..-111 

A vi , it t.o allY of t here ollSlpe 
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'11'111 '!l(lke anyo ne an en thu 8 1a~t . Visitorr ~njoy going as 

t '~y Rrp "0 kind ly weh::o!!leu by 'tile oU'icta l s and camp bo ya , 

anc they pl an ano ther vi!1it t o br ing some fr i ends who he va 

toot been there. Citizenship 1s iOtreso:ed in all t t e Camps 

a::d many of the fine bays in t he ca.'l1pS have gone to thei r 

ho:".E's bet t e r men a nd better ci ti zens . 

lia t oga State Fores t 110' a plea5ar,t wooded C0untr y and 

eve:1. .. hould the bligh t kill all t he chestnut there a r e enough 

t =celO of other kinds on mn"t, of the a:08. to t"leke g ood cuv'-x 

~,:;r tr:€ geme , man y s ign s o f l'1hich rosre noted by the St a te 

r-,=e~ter E . who rece ntl y made an e s tlmilte of the che s tnu t 

tJ."::er . 
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STATE PARi: WATOGA / • • 

The lookout house on 1'Io.to~a State Park is a reproduc _ 

tion of the block house s of Indian warfare days and most prop_ 

erly it i s cellee for Ann Bailey , 0. heroine of p ioneer time s . 

It is oonstruoted of round logs , t wo storeis in height . The first 

floor is fourtee n by fourteen f eet , with a broad stairl"'a;y of hewn 

ti=ber leading to tho soo ond story . the dimensions of whioh are 

trmnty by tf'enty feet . 'I'll'" rouf is of clapboo....>'ds . s l oped four 

stdes . On onoh sido nrc openings for loop holes and lookcut 

pl&ces . 

It was the plan of the architcct tc give these lookout 

hcuses =es of heroLDe s 0:1 frontier days and makers of West 

Virginia history . ,.Iost appropriately , the nome of Ann Bailey 

has been gi"Ten to the block house on Wataga St!lte 'Plirk . ATUl 

a.:ler (~d Ann) was a conSiderable of a chnracter back in Indian 

t~es . Along about 1777 shc oomo to the Fort at Cho.rle3ton wi th 

''''r.:! of a contemplated raid by the Indie.:n s . It wns rOWld that the 

r.:p,17 of po"der was ehort . Soce say there was no spontaneous 

l'ol;mteer1n6~ on the part of the men or the fort to go to Fort 

"rilC',ifl lLtW1Sburg) for a eupply of.po'vder e.:nd other!! say that r..:rs . 

a.~ \87 1q1sted 0 11 suing heraelf , and thut W.UIlII . My &,"33 i .. 

\~t tn. latter il the truo verSion . Anyway , the lady mounted her 

bc-,. .. L1V.r-poo\ , lnm~ for Wrll . Bailey ' s birthplace i n Enslond) 

"-4 ~~ th4 tf'l,U tor lAl'rtebure: . 110 milell OI'lD;J . \Jhen tllo pender 

"'" pa.Q14 cm ,lot hor ••• , the "0IMn 1100\1\ re!\lllOd the l'roteotion 

~ I .I~\ Or .n,iU' lOen . In abo\lt th~' JI\"" time , /.:r! . 

kl II ... blr PM\k ' ... in _01, O,,arl.,,,on . It hae fltlWll,,¥s been I:Q" 

....... ---.... u.., tM Jn41anl k"," abollt the .horta,. ot VoNder 
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"ten thes did nttack, they received the surprise of t!'!e:l.r 

~cre \';9.3 powder to burn l 

Lookout Ann Bailey is loca.ted on the high point, just !:louth

e9.5t of Cu."!lP Seebert . It overlooks the Parks seven miles :frontage 

0:1 Greenbrier River , with its five be::lds , from above Seebert to 

::Je;'-8~ . To the \'lest ere the Tn:np:l.rts of the Back Allee;henies -

Jroop , Briery, Sewell , Cranberry and other peaks Md r=6e3 of 

~he Black Forest . Below it lies that ga.rden spot , the Little 

..eveli5 , spoken of in this paper by a visiting son of Albion, in 

l':'--: , as reT'inding hin of an EnGlish countrysi de , but for the 

• ~_ ~ountains . To the east the Allegh~ny Front , and the Besver 

:.::k , "hila al l around are the wooded ridges and deep canyons of 

~r.e Watcga State P=k . 

;'!"lother i!"ltere sting 8-'"Id poetio touch was given when it !Vas 

_t~ •• td to g1'/e I'1dion n~es to eaoh of the trails in ~:ll.toga St3te 

rk . ~i18 alrendy built and ~~ed are :--

ne tTUck trail :from Cn::lp See bert to Ca;np ':!atoga is !"la."!led 

'<".neka :rom the Delaware , ~eaning Big Stone Creek . 

~ tr"c\: trail :frO<:! Dcn:llar to Seebert , followinG Grcc~bricr 

ver 1. '-;0 "be nn..,ed lI"eotnwll , :from the Mill::li nn."!lC fer Greenbrier 

• • 

r 1e.~ toot trail pHl"'allelill£ Rock Run will be 

~ e J)elruf .re , Inflnn1.nt'l Pnll1ng Creck . 

• . -
IUll)r up 1.I>urel Creok to Ca...,., l"Illtoo" is to 

_. t 

, 
, . 

"nty or ,.."t 1>oe ." 
W ill U"II ,'n til .. lIIountl>ill oy"rlookifll) 

t I,· ... ,.1 tI," on .. rollolrlng lIo.rk:can 
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William B. Curry 
National Park Se rv ice ........ _-

, 
~o~od 1n by _coded, tuwa ring mountains , watoga State Park, 

.ituated in Pocnhontn~ County, is rapidly taking form as one of the 

.0'11. COl:lpleto and nn~'li£icFnt parks 1n the ontire U:lited Statoe . '!'he 
'Iut r ~r&i!lia Con8~; n:~i~Dmmi5s1on , and the Nat.icr.~l hrk Service of 
t he D!! ~'a"'~ment of ~he Interior,cooperating, are mak ing every effor t t o 
ha~. ~h~ QPproxion~e 11 , 000 acr es of park territory rondy fOT n public 
openin6: 1.'1 June , 1937 . 

16 t ogn StatD Park is the 1arg08t of tho IOUT State parke now 
u::dn ecn::truction i n variou5 parte of Weet Virgi nia . Located 1n the 
~utii~l Gr oenbriar 7a lloy , tho mountains and volleys in the vicinity 
are r ich 1.'1 traditior.. It 1108 two milos off U. S. Houto 219 , threo 
cile, oe.t of Hillsbvro . Th is routo is knoYn os tho old So~co Trail , 
a!Xl; Us procinontly c e ntionnd in JllI:lI;III FonnicOTo Cooper ' s "LuultiOT 5toct-
1.:, 'nI; l os" . Tho tra U :::tretchoa from Sonnen Lako in No'll" York Stoto to 
Geor pa . Locc.lly, tho rOQd i8 of ton TofoTTOd to 08 tho "Kontucky Troco" 
I.!:d 1II!S t rnvollod by t)':,nio l Boono und othor t rnil blazora in thoir many 
~~i:::, and scout ing troks t h rouch this Boction of tho country . 

In pro- Rov olutionary Wa r days. tho troet of lond cocprising 
'It. t op .. .. part of tho fnr~ro!l.chJ.ng noutral hunt 1ng g r ounds fOT 

eert .... rn . eouthorn e nd wettorn Indian tribos . !.bny II. bloody bottl o WIle 
r~~ 1n and a round t ho s urrounding Dountoin~ by Indians soaking to 
r c;1e!.n t he territory a .. their own privlI.te hunting grounds . White sot
n.,.. foltowod . and D. now civilizati on dnllJ'lOd. SOIll6 of tho Urst aottlo~ 
~~t. ~o 1n wha t it now tho St ot o of W08t Virginia Woro =ado noarby. 
thrl. t_. r botwot n tho 5tatoll both armies conductod numoroue torng~ 
1q 4kpD4.i t lo .... l rrto thlt eoct ion : A fow milo ll frOID thO p!\rk 1I'llll thll 

.~ Or t he llri ttlo of Dr oop l.Iountn1n . 

At t ho .... tont t ,twent,-tour log enbins ot dittoront atylot 
.. alo ..... ith OP'"' r .... ,1,. eo.pl.u.on and .hould bo r oady f e r occupancy, .... ~ . 
". r- t 1 1 DI h (tho cabins , .",,11 ..... )' .Lx" .. " ot hore. by nod Sp r ng. c e 1 i ty hot 
tll.l ..... .. ttl be p' O'I' i.dod .Uh n .. ida t t enD fireplnce , oloe tr.,; kltcholl 
... ,01, "'_' " 1ntW. '-oU. t, nlld lIn "." . ...... Y turn!'''r~h: convenience 

, ;eU. , A ""rk C_l_N', .IU bo contrally located fer 
f ... ", .. \ifillin t . 



• 

- 2-

~ mombor of tho Comci88ion rocontiy oxpr essod hi, r ogret. 
th~t nono of tho cubins or park facilitios ~ore sufficiontly c~plot04 
to por~t tho public usc of thom boforo Spring of 1937. At thnt timo 
hol70vor, 0. prieD schodulo for tho r onting of tho cobine will bo ~~ , 
flouncod. 

Ono of tho =ny crooke cour sing through tho pIlrlc has boon 
d~d. crenting u twelve-ocro l ake . It hns boon .011 stocked with 
bnss ond sunfi sh, und, ot tho proGont, io cl080d t o 0.11 fiehoMCPn . 

Thirtoon milos of perk r onde , fourteen eilos of caoblnntion 
foot , hOTse unci truc k trail s , arc noor ing DOMlplction. Ltlny toot ond 
yohiolo bridgos havo boon construotod in vnriou. plac. . . A l ookou t 
tOUCT on ono of the high ~untoin8 , built occording to tho plon~ of the 
oorly blockhouso fort, coccunds on importont ond spcctnculor viow of 
th~ ~urrounding sconsry . Thie t owor haa buon namod 1n honor of Anno 
Beil oy , fumod in oarly bordor wnrfnro . 

Twolvo acres '11'111 be oquippod f or poroon~ interestod in nll 
dt!y outi ngs . Thie soction will providu v.i",.lLun. \lith picnic sholton, 
8tO?08, tobloo , benchoo a nd n wator supply. 

Tho pictur ooquo Gr oonbr ie r Ri vor SOrvOD as ono of tho boundary 
lines of t ho park . Known as ono of tho bost fishing streams in t ho south
scat , this River will afford oport~n t ho opportunity t o live i n a 
c.c.bin nou itll bonks ll.nd spend hour~ angling f or tho wily trout, pike 
erA bIlSII , During t ho plet t hr oo yoo.ro , it ho.e boon lI'tockud with thoullcndo 
of bou , trout tlnd po.nfi~h . It s cooling, groon wutors will nbo nppoal 
t o boI1torll o.nd bather s . 

Fivo hund r od acr os of tho tract nro code up of virgin oak nnd 
-hit , pino foroata nnd approx~toly one hundrod ocreo r. r o of opon 
eoudow UU~ , Tho ~o=ining ocrco conoist I:tlinly of young f oroats or 
'fOOIIland . Tho Conoorvation CoJ:Elioo10n MO dos ignntcd 4, 000 COTO S 0.. " 
IJOag r.fugI! . Thb ar o.o. Ima boo n otockcd w1th doer , turli:oya. qunU. 
vau .. cl'd other gnoo . 

A ko.n-ayod vi.it or, olDost any doy , will bo r ovnrdod vi:: B 
Clta,.. ot Q do.r bounding through hio nativo haunts . No hunt~"'tiao' 
Pitnaitt.od in tho pnr li: but un opon sonson is doolorod nt cortn n nod. 
;:, the '0Clr for the U~nenBJlhola Nt:lt1onal '0'·"01., ,.hic>h ,,),.,0,,1. ,,"rrau 

pc:.rt . 
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Tho park otfoTS TUrD opportunities for students in goology 
r.1'Id. bot ~.~y . Within jt~ boundar-ioG ':TO long tlOuntllin I"nnges with tnny 
j l'lt ol'ollt).ng r ock nn<1 r.llYlor-nl fOrr.ntlons . Severt.l univorsitioll hnvo 
conductod fiold tTi!):'! -';0 r.nlto spociel atudiotl of t hOBO o.tt r-tctions . 

In o!'.rly Spr:.ng , tho nounto.ina nrc ~n o.rrny of bo ... mtiful vild 
!'l ~'CrB of ~h..doo . A Qotnnl c~l study r.IOdo tho pnst Sprine rovonlod 
hundroda of vo.rictiol" ,., f rIOI'JOTS , blOODing . SOrx> of thonG f ound included. 
L.~.d )"s SlillJXlr - :i r, 'c")~h pink ::.nd }Gfllo1;/; Orchidsl Spring Bonuti')c; Vlc.tor 
Lilia s; Wind FloWQ':'!,:' ~(! hlIlbino; Lr.rsh lhrigold; Buttorcups BlooeToot; 
811.11) Lupino; S" oo-;;ll' :i.eT ROBO ; \1oed Sorrol, ;md Fringod PolYg:\l1' .• ~n n ro 
ault of t na pToscn"c u:- so cr'.ny flo'ilor~ . 500 ncros h..wo boon sot 1'.Gico 0. .. 

r.r. ~boro;, u::t for bo'...t\"y studonts in Wcct Virginin Univ~rsity rmd othor 
eo.lloS"s . 

Conctrudicn ... ork is boing cerriod on by tl'lO cOI.lp..-lnieG of 
Civ ili:.n Con~o""n"tion Gorps stotionod in the perk . T. L1 . Chook, St!lto 
?:".rt :'uthority , eupc:,;;,isos tho plans th-"It nro devoloping C JOrk nynton 
in WCs t Vir gl.ni..::! t hnt .... ill rivnl thoso in othor Steto5 . Boyd B. Hill , 
c..c.:: Cm~y H, hrbc~3t , C~Dp Suporintondont~, nrc in churgo of the con
.t",eticn pr c:>joct& undor \T.\y ill Wf'.togn Stato Fo;rk . 

All of tilo p:::: rkc nro boing fil1i\l1ccd llO.inly through Fodorl;'.l f unde. 
Or-eo thoy hrwo boon corylotod nnd turnod ovor to tho Stn.to n.uthoritioc, it 
vill be t ho rospcnl!ibility of tho Sto.to t o U'.intnin (In:l opornto the ]Xl.rks . 

I 
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" Hamaed in by wooded, towering Mountains, ~to~ State ~rk, 

, l t Ul! !6d 11, POcnh011 ... ~ Co,,~)', h rapidly t a.kint,; tora na one of thll 
MIst c..:::plotto ani! "", ~,,":!.r~nt p6rkll in the ""tiro. U"itod Stnte,. The 
",'L \' ,·,:"lA Cor.l':~: . ,'_. io o=luion ,and the Nat~C!.!ll Park Service ot 
t ile I.\.,~'-·l:>8 nt of "J>" :.ttt"rior ,cooperat,ing, are .... lrbS ev"ry effOrt t o 
han ".h- ;)~ proxi",. ... ".e :.1,000 acna ot ~rl: torritory rondy rOT 0. public 
cpt,,!.::.; 1..:1 Ju n& , 1"~7. 

~to~ Sta~J Pa r k 1~ tho lariOot or tho four Stato pprkl now 
"n4, ~ ~clUI"ruct1on ~.r, _ariD,," pnrtB ot .... lIlt Virgini!!.. Locllted 1n the 
*u. L:,'l Gr oenbriJT lalloy, tho nlol.lt1taln~ and vnl:!.~yg in tho vicinity 
' 1"0 :l~h in ~rLLdit ~or . It liD II 1..0 milo. ott U. S. Houto 219 , threo 
.Iln Ollit. of Hi115b"TO . Thill routo 10 known no tho old Sonacn Trnil , 
.~ ie proclnorltly "~n',ionod i n JnlflOe Fonninloro Coopor ' B "Loflthor Stock-
111.& TIlle.". 'l110 trail atrotch09 trom SeMcn !.nlto in Now York Stnlo to 
Geo r ; iA . LocIllly, tho rond h otton rotorrod to 8B tho "Kontucky Trnco" 
and ... H truvullGd by I.nnl01 Soono nrld (>thor tro.U ble~Ore in thoir IIt\ny 
hllotins ."d IIcout lng trek, tllrou&h thia eoction of tho country. 

In pre- Rov ol ut lellClry War daya , tho trnct of lllrld cCElprh1nl 
_top •• II part or th" for-ronchi "~ n" utrnl hunting groundll tor 
z;(;rthllrn , .out horn o.r.d we. t orn lndilln tribas. I.tJ.ny a bloody bIlttlo wn. 
fOllu>t In lind a r ound the lIurrD\lndlng _urrt.alnll by Indian •• (>(>king t(> 
ro '~1n tho t e r ritory no their (>wn privnte hunting grOUndll . Whit" 8nt
liar. toUcnrod , II.nd II. no. civiliu.tion dawn"d . S,,"'" of t h" t int lottla
.:Int. -.to in whnt is n". th" St ot o of WOlt Vlrginin 1I'Oro IIIIIdo nollrby. 
b.lr1nc t ho Wo. r bot.oen tho Stut08, both n rm108 conductod nWllOrOUB f omg
lq HpCldlt10nll i nto thh Boclion . A f ow miloll trom tho ""rk Wnll tha 
"01>0 of t ho 8o.tt lo of Droop Uounttl1n. 

At t ho prODont timo, twenty-tour log cobin .. of difforont atyl01 
.... _rtnc c ..... l ot lon a ul .I>ould lo. rondy for oC~Up"n~y, _lonS .. tth np
r<·~t.ly .1lrtoen othor. , by noltt Spring. ElIch ot tho enb! .. _, when 

\.r •• ...." will bo pr O"lldlld .ith n .Ido . tono f1roplnco , oloctrle1t)', hot 
....... 141 __ n , In,1.4. ton. t li nd 1111 MC,,"ary turnitllro nnd Htcholl "! ... U. . .. pII rk c_lllI6,.,. .lil bo lIontrally 10cr- t od tor tho cQnyoni"..eo 
• y· ... \I."I.h . 

• 
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A comber of tho CO~B8ion recontly oxprossod his r OBTot. 
thllt nonll of tho cobins or pnrk facilities :,,, r o 8utrieiontly COI!Iplot od 
t o edt tho pllblic uao of tholll boforo Spnng of 1937 . At thnt t 1mo '" _ ",,0 IIchodulo for tho rooting of t ho co.bi1l11 will bo o.n- • hOWtlvor , .. 
nouncod . 

Ono of tho many crooke coursing through tho pnrk hn. boon 
d...-d, er o:>n 1. i ng n t \f() lvo-ncro loke , It tit!;!; boon '11'011 atoek<'ld with 
linn lind sunfish, nnd, 0'1. tho protont, ia closod to 011 fiOhol"QOn . 

Thirteon QiloG of pnrk ronds, fourteon 01108 of c~binotion 
f oot, hor~o c od truck t1'1l110, arc nooring eO.olpletion . Abny toot nnd 
. oh1cltt bridgos havo b8tm constructod in VllTious plnCOIL . A lookout 
t ORr on ono of the hie;h col.lntnino, built nccording to tho plnns of the 
oor1y hl"I!khnURo f'nrt, cn"""'ndo tin :h:.por t nnt nne! IIpoctnculo.r viow of 
the surrounding ~con~ry . Thill to..or has boon named in honor of Anno 
Belloy , tn=d in oo.rly bordor VIIlrfl1ro . 

Twalva ncros will be oquippad for porsans intoroatad in nI l 
~er ouUngs . This soction will provida visitors with picnic eholtor" 
, toYo" tnblOG, oonchas and n 1I'(1tor supply . 

Tho picturosquo Gr oonbrier Rival' GOTVOS 118 ana ot tho boundary 
HroGl at tho park. KnoWl as one of tho best fishing 8trOllnl8 in tho llouth
~It , this Riv~r "'ill nfford oportsoon tho opportunity to live in 0. 

cabin ncar it~ b=ks nnd llpend houre o.ngling for tho wily trout, pike 
c.td 'bIleo . During tho ~st t hr oo yonrs, it hus boon stockod with thousar.ds 
of ba .. , trout nnd pnnfbh. Its c ool ing. 1700n "Vrot8r~ will lIho appalll 
t o ~tore li nd rothar .. . 

Fiva hundr ad ocroo of tho true t ill'S weds up of virgin 01111: and 
~1to pilla fOrDsto . n nd opproltir.xltoly ana hundrod oor oo nr o of opon 
-.(low land . Tho rottlilling ncTOS conlliot =inly of young forost' or 

14nd . The Consorvation COlDission hns dosi~otod 4,000 neroe 01 n 
Fa:! r.futD . This a r on haD beo n IItockod with d08r , turkoye, qUllil, 
VOoI .. Ilrd O1.he r llWQ . 

11 • bln-eYld visit er. tllnollt nny day, ",ill be nlvnrdod vith n 
JC~ t.f 8 dOll' 'bound1na through hlo nnUva haunts . No huntinl ~e 
,r \ tA.:I 1n t ho pcu-k . but nn apOn Ionian 18 docla red nt cart.nin 1.1 .... 1 
U. ... ,. ... r hr the lIononphOlA tbUorVIl 1'OTOllt, ""hich nloo" t surl"OW>lis 

P'r~ . 
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Tho ~~rk o!for~ raro opportunities f or students in gool ogy 
r.lld bot~ny . Within its bounda rios o.ro long countc.in rnngos with mny 
intel'ost i ng r ock noli ninoral. f On:J!ltions . Scvcrr.l univorsitios hovo 
conductod fiold trips ·~o cnko spoc :ic.l s tudios of t hoso nttrnctions . 

In corly Spring , tho nounto.in9 nr o fl.1') nrN'.y of bcmutiful wild 
flot:lo r s of sh:\dos . A. ootrtni cnl s tudy rodo tho past Spring rovoulod 
hu.'ldrcds of VllriotioE< 'l [ flovlOrs bloor.ling. SOIlO of t hoso f ound includod l 
kdy ' s Slipper - in -t ...... :.h pink c.nd ~10\7 ; Or chids; Sprin8 Bonutio)s ; Wr.to r 
Lilios; Wind Fl o"l'ic .... lJ ; :.o lunbinoj It. r sh !.hri[';oldj Buttercup i Bl oO<!root, 
Bluo Lupino ; S1foo-tbr i.:.::- Roso; Wood Sorrol, nnd Fr inged Polygnln . 1.0; n r o -
5u1t of tho presence v:: so =ny £lm"'oTs , 500 ncros hrwc boon sct .. ~aic!o ns 
r.n nrboro"';;= f or bo·;;o.,.-.y student a in We st Virginir'. Univer sity nnd othor 
collogas. 

Construction work is baing curriod on by tvo coupOnioe of 
Civil~n Conservat ion Corps stntionod in tho park. T . U. Chook , Stnto 
~rk hi1therity , supervises t ho p l..cms t hat nro dovo l oping ~ JXl.rk s yoton 
i n Weat Virginl;::. t h.::.t \Iill ,·Iv"l ~hOlclO i n o~ho r St atos . Boyd D. lI i l1, 
o.r.cl Grt'.~y H. krbcgi\st , Cr-.op Suporintondent s , nr o in cOOrgo of tho eon· 
' trudian projocts undor = y in Wnt ogc. Stnt o fu rk . 

All of t Im p:l-rks nro boing financod Olinly through Fodorol fund e . 
O~ea thoy !mva boon cor.ploted mm turned ovor t o tho St nta nuthoritios , it 
Vlll be tho rasponsibility of t ho &tnte t o oointc.in nnd epornto t ho p:trks~ 





, 

" 
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licru::cd in by wooded , towering moun"tains, \7atOG8 State P'll'k, 

s1t=tcd in ? ocahontas County , 13 rapidly tak1nc 1'0= as one n:f 

t.'lC r:::ost cO:::lpletc and I:la(;niflcent parl:s In the entire United State!) . 

'i'he .. es t VirGinia Conservation Comoission , and tlle l.ationel }>~k 

Se::"Yicc o:f the DepartI:!ent of the Interior, coope::-ating , are noJ:iIIG 

every effort to have the approximate 11, 000 801'""" nf pru-t terri-

tory ready 'for a pu::'lic ope:ling in June , 1937 . 

\~~toEa St'"~c Parl, is tne larGest 01" the four State parks 

::011 un dc:l: construction in vnrious parts of \7est VirGinia , Located 

L"l the beautiful Greenbrier Valll'Y , the rnotUlt~ins :>ond vaJ.lays in 

the v1cinit",f arc ric.':\ in tradition . It 11es two miles off U. S. 

nc .. ~te 219 , three n11es C:ls t of nillsboro . This route 13 knenn 

lUI the old 5ene ca 'a-a.il , end i!; prominently r:lentioned in James 

,en
p

1!:.ore Cooper'a "Leath" " St,,('.k-ine: Tales" . The trAil ",trl'tc""", 

~TOI:I. ;;.cr,ec.e. Lake in j.01"l York State to Georgia . Local.ly , the ro~d 
1. o!~1I1l n!'erred to os the " J:entueky 'ITaoo" and was trllvcled hy 

~el BoonCl nnd Othor tro.il hlllzerc in their m~n,y hunt1r..e =<1 

IIOc;. 1: Ill: tnks throll,bh this seotion of tllO COIUltry • 

• - tl., troot of l=d cccpri!lin<; ..... )n"CI-nevolut1 0Ml";\' ,:or do.yl:l , ~ 

• ~ -- • P&rt or tho:. tl'rpTClooh1n6 

k t • _. 1,..,." 

...... -AI to 

-.~- " 

noutrfll hunting grO\Ul<lc 

I':(UIJ' n hloody 
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dc.rmed . Some of the first settlements made in what is now . the 

Stat_ 0'1: 170st Virginia were made nearby . DurirtG the War betneon 

the States, both armies eontlucted n~"erous foraginc expeditions 

into this scction . A fef! miles fran ·the park I",as the scene of 

the Battle of Droop KOW1tain . 

At the present time , tvlenty- .:four lq; cabins of different 

s~les are nearinB completion and should be ready for occupancy , 

alent; rdth approximately sixteen othes , by next Spring . Each of 

the cabins , 1·lhen finished , nill be provided with a wide stone 

fL...-eplace , electric ity , hot and cold sho"l"lers , inside t oilet, end 

all ncccss;-,ry furniture and l:itchen utensils . A park cOlllmissary 

11111 be centrally located for the convenience of vacationists. 

A ::-.enber of the Commission recently e;r;:pres~ed his regret:! 

"that none of the cabins or park facili t1es were suf"i"iciently 

cocpleted to pe~lt the public use of them before Sprine of 1937 . 

At tho:l.t t1r.:te , hOI"/ever , a price schedule for thc renting of the 

eo.b1.n:s 11111 be announced . 

One of the mc.ny creeks coursinG throUGh the park has 

do::!nod , crcati~ a twelve-acre lake . It has been well 

.tcc~~ nith bU:! Q and sunfish , and , at the present , is closed 

to all t1~ufllcn . 

!hlrteen miloa or park road:! , fo\.U""teen miles of oOJ;lbilln-

',", r o . , h ·"in" oompletion . "" . or.e Md truok trnilo . lU""O no...... D 

.- r t ted. ill varioUS -v ot- t and v.h.1ol. br1cSa_" hnvo bocn 0011:1 rllO 

»~ . 4 lOCkout toltflr 011 one ot tho 1I1Sh moun"tillna , blill t 

--rein. blookllOlice fort , oor.l!'ID.Ildll ._ to the plan. ot th. (Ulrl.,y 

.. '''''--t _. .... 



This t Ol','er hilS boen named in honor of Anne Bailey . faced. in 

C!lrly border f;nrt'are . 

TI':clvc Bereo \V111 be equipped iox persons interested 

in nll doy outi nGs . Thi s se ct;ion will provide visitors \"dth 

picniO shelter s , stoves , tables , benches and a r~ter supply . 

-3-

The p i cturesque Greenbrier .fiver serves .:!oS one of the 

bOl!..'ldary lines of the park . inorm a s one of the best fishing 

streacs in t h e south-esst , t h is River wi ll afford sportsmen the 

opportunity to l ive in a cabin near its banks and spend hours 

o..->Glins f or t h e wi ly trout , p i ke and bass . During the past 

th::"ee years , i t has be on stocked with thousands of bos:> , trout 

ru'Jl pan!i sh . I t a cooling , green waters l1il1 also nppeal to 

boaters and ba thor o . 

?iva hundred acre s of the t ract are m~e up of virgin 

cal: and rlh.1te pine for ests , and approxiJnatel;;' one hundred acres 

are of open neadoN l and . Thc rCJ;lainine acres consist oai.nly 01.' 

10'.lr'~ toresto or noOO land . The Con s erva tion Coroission htl-a 

~ea~gnated 4 , 000 Qcrco ao a GaDC r efUGe . This area has been 

atccr.ett ~th door , turkcy~ , quai l , Grouse nod other b~e . 

A keenpcycd V1 t1 i tor, alJ:lo::rt 3.n3 d ay , ni l1 be ranardcd 

!11th. £ltrrpae of 8 d eer bOlUld i!'ll; throueh h i S native hnunt!l . 

!II) b.tln.t) 1. pemitted 1n the par le , but on open s eason i8 

4.el~d at oertAin tll:lofl of the yoar :for the J:ononcllho1a 

La'tlol'lAl Poreet , 11h10h almon t ourrO\lml S the pro-k . 

fl •• par} ottore ruro oppor ~unitloo for s t udents ill 

.. 1 b, .," ,' ,r'o u ro-" 10110 mountRin 
-'-7 ~~ bot~1 _ ~ 1 th1 n it. ~. 



rll1l8Cs l";ith many interesting roc}: e:w.d nincrOol f'o:rnutions . 

Several tU1iYcrsitics have conducted field trips to =ke spe _ 

oiQl studies of thoseOottractions . 

In the early Spri!l[; , the J:lountains are an nrray of beau_ 

tif\LL l"r.i.ld f'lol'lors of' shadee . A botanicul :Jtudy made the past 

Spring revealed hundreds of' varieties of floners bloonin,g . Some 

of those found included : Lady 's Slipper in both pink and 

yellol"l ; Orchid s ; Spring Beauties ; Water Lilies ; 11ind PlOlvcrs ; 

ColUI:lbine ; I.:arsh I~E'_rigold ; Buttercups ; Bloodroot ; Blue 

Lupino ; Srleetbrier Rose ; \700d Sorrel, and Frineed Polygala . 

As a result of the presence of so J;l=Y flowers , 500 acres have 

been set aside as an arboretuIn for botnny students in West Vir-

Sinill University and other colleses . 

Construction l':ork is being carried cn by triO companies 

o~ Civilian Conservation Corps stationed in the park . T. M. 

Check , State Pork Authority , suporvi",cs the plflll<: that are de

velOPinG Il park aysteJ:\ in I','est Virginin thnt I'dll rival thcse UJ. 

other StatelJ . Boyd B. Hill , and Grady H. Arb05n~t l Cat:lp Super-

1JltendentB , are in eho.rge of' the construction projects under 1'/83' 

1n 'IIatocn Stote Pork . 

All ot th~ ~ks ore beinG :fin~~ced ~ninlY through Fed -

Once they havo been oompleted Il11d turned over to 

n.. IStat. authoritiea , it 1'1:111 be tho responSibility of the 

to to _inth.1.n Bnd 0rerutotho pnrl,e . 

-,-
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WATOGA STATE PARK 

'l'iatosn State "ark is QWl1 nd by the Stete of 'l/est Virgin1:). 

and contains 10, 025 acre ~ . 500 aores OY t his belng virgin oak 

a.'Id "hite pine forest , 12 acres in lake , 100 seres of open neadow , 

laa,,'"i:ns"s total of 9413 acres of yOIll'lb forest s or l'Iooded lund , 

.. !deh 1s 1'0011 stocked with wild game . Approximately 4000 no)'e!! will 

be lert as nature intended . The :fane of thl8 park i s Spreading and 

this rolling "orld ,·,ould like to visit this picn iC pl:l.cC on h1gh 

;;:'oll..'ltains, clear strews , deep s hady canyons , Ions wooded ridges , 

~ open grassy places . 

for t he good of "the United S"t8tes as a Whol e 811<1 uf iic"t 

'1irEin18 a::.d its adjOining states i~ particular, it is a necessity 

that Wataga State Park be dcyc loped as quickly as possible so it 

em: be u:lII~d 83 an outing place for the public . Thi s work of Govel_ 

c,!r...: shaul4 be carr1ed :forilBrd wIth utmo"t <li:Jpctoh ;ro.thcr th .. n 

~ re:s.rde4 by eutt1n8 dom'! forces whiCh nt present a...-.oe none too 

l&r ~ to put WntoEa Ctnte Fark in shape to receive GUests . 

n,. !l. tionsl Fark Service and State Park ECW in co_operatio!'! 

"'lUI ll,e Ctml'U"Vatlon CCIIIlr.Iiooi,;m 11 tB in wi tl' the sehel:tO of the olo! 

to nature and tllklr>S 

to the Yollo" Stene '- tl!l •• ot • i!;ood: t1l:!11 

t!Ie II!;!N,.. and cl-1l4rtn alone: . 

,-, OIW.l hrI!: nl2l:bar into tI.o 

~. "·17 __ 11 .. • . , ............ -

by glltUnE buck 

While visitors 

hun<ll-.cls or thol,H,tUldll (looh yeAr , 



old , "to sec Vonice and 

to l'iatogEl State Park . 

die ." Even they are Possible vi~itors 

The liatoga State Park is partially surrounded by the Nonon_ 

sn.lJela Nntiono.l Fore ct, and one will supplement the other in that 

there is no hunting on the park but nice head- quarters in the rray 

of cabinS for those rI})o \~ish to hunt in the national Porest , and 

it nill also furnish recreational areas for t hese hunters . 

There is also unusual attraction~ in the I"latoga State Park 

for students of ge ology and botany . Here beg in. the folded range!l 

o! the endless mountains , ond thc park will cuppl:;- hcudquarters 

a~d starting places to study firs t hand , probably the most inter

e~tin& geolOGical format ions in all the country , without which the 

£:naY/ledge of no student is complete . Witness the continued eXpe 

ditions of classes froD Colucbia , Dennison , and other Univarsities 

to t his reGion . 

As for the student s of hotany , we have the overlappins of 

t he Canadian , Carolinian , and Virein.ian species of plants. There 

ls a POSSi bility in the future of this park taking care of field 

elaasea in b otany not only 

troa hieh schools an well . 

from colleges and universitie s , but 

110 training i n thiS most interesting 

aM abaorbinc stucl.y oan be oomplete without firsthand knowled6e of 

!louthern floTu mix w:i th thflt yOU tbJ.. he,lon flhere northern DJ'id 

tlCUoJ ,..t lU"allJ' eX])eot J\ere . 

Gr" nbricr VaJ.ley boc(\lIse o£ 
Jovpl. too , like to visit the 

l1.o .rlCb Colon1al , JlovolutiolUU")' . Indinn , Md TrOd itiOllal h:illtory • 

.. _ itD (l.t.t.Jol1otiOlI.!l to bl
o

iI16 
\.!aU lu-I< whon Nady . "111 a('ld ann_otod 

1;11 twO 1111111D , 0 
t .. J. . "'!l1I 1'l\rk lies 0'11 l n 

) Seneca Trail . 
lit. ...... 4 roe4, of V. 9 0 Routo 219 . knol'm lillil t Itl 



rtileS of telephone lines , four Diles of electric poftl!r lin ••• 

4000 feet of pipe line , 12 acres of picnic area . five wells ana. 
pump houses , four miles of park r oads surface for all year 1ll'O\4lII 

use, t wo acres of la.'"ldscaping around d811 and lake , two picnic 

shelters , five miles of fencing, 600 rods o~ guard rail . ~ camp 

stoves and fire places , 20 tables and bench cocblrultion . fort)' 

acres of food cover planting . 

A {7eat work is well begun and it will require the oombined 

effort of at least two camps to cOI:'Iplete it in the style , fl'ithin 

a reason!:1ble time . 

\"lest Virginian ' 5 should never miss an opportunity to thank 

and comnend our Concressman Randolph for ~9 splendid co _operation. 

tireless efforts and valuable assistance in his !i&ht to ma1ntain 

t he West Virginia eee camps at their present strength. 
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Eac)1 week of 't)1e summer brines) """'ger and larger n\)l:'I~er9 

of to\lI"ist 5 to visit \'/atoga State Park , and to enjoy the beauties 

'0 nbUJ1Uall.tly displayed there . Facilities erc being 
of (l3ture 
c<!!vel

oued 
to make the Parl~ an even greater attrsction to tourists . 

tourists b.ing 
l:ea!' the lake three log cabins to aecolll'!lodatc oro 

, 

cO:Jplcted , Each of "the cub ins wi ll proVide _" =om for a fam-

lly of five . Each will b. furni sbed \"lith electric liGhts an' 

\,at06a State Park is doing much 'to give pocahontas county 

a."l. u."ldisputed claim to the t i tle of liThe Illost Beautiful COW1ty i n 

'Q'est YirGinia , " a title wh ich no one rlho has lived long amid its 

pictu!"esque bea.uty woul.:! ever \,til.nk of qucetionine. 

:'he vi Si tors are likely to upproaoh the Park over t)1e i!un

ters'."ille road and enter at the north corner . From "thiS point, 

a nell ~uilt road I·d.nds up Pyles Jjountain snd leads down Isl3nd 

:1ck Ru."l. at a centle !7ade . Hountains torter above on either side . 

sm.~el".ly the valley wie.ens nnd M expanse of \'13ter appears . ThiS 

~~] cr mlter ie a recreationol lnke inpounded by e. dec constructed 

b)' ~0C0' ..... "" 1'2, C 1 ,over' ,1even ncres and 
"'-'Y ) , CC Cornp Y/atogo. . The ake 

)-.11..1 • ~eJlth or t"enty - flve fcet nt the dcr.'l . The purpose of thiS 

'lel-e t. to Jlrovl~e recreation in tho 1'0),'111 of zwiDlJlling. boatin£;. 

_ "l~,ir~ . It plll,:/fl 1tfl Jlurt ill orooion and flOod control . 
f.Ol!Ia ll!lolo8 IU"(I in which rr.an.Y 

shel tared dl)l'i1l6 the 
sev.~ 
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en one side of the lake a eotor tl-<l.11 ascel':!ds to an ele _ 

. f "bou'" three thous21ld two hu."ldred :!'eet . Fron this hl~" V!ltlOn 0... ~ b" 

ri(\6c a spacious panor1ll:l<l of mountains atlc !'&n:;s , strea;::s and 

\loodlands are unfolded . If the Vis1 tor contlm:es dClm Island 

L1ck Run from the lake he 5ees I'Illd floners in rro!'uslcn on all 

side5 , Cabins deaiened to be in hnnnony ni th the Scenery around 

then a.-.-e f'ound alone the flay . This roau ends at Cmp Sef'bert 

other beautiful excursions, some 

open to ;ters only , are at'forded 

accessible to motor trav~l , 

I'll thin tr.e nine thOll:'llll1.d , 

siI: h\U1dred and e-ll3hty one acres embraced !>y the Park . 

The !:ationnl Park Service and Conservation COIII."!i:lsion of' 

17est Virginia extends to the public en invitation to visit our 

Per;:s . 

• 
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CAI.!P SEEDERT 

C01l5rcssroan Andrew Edr."iiston ret1.trned this week f rom a two_ 

ngck-s ,"t)cation a.t Camp Seebert , \'Iat oga State Park , Pocahontas 

County . where he had an opportlmi ty to observe the "or k of the 

Civilian Conservation corps . 

The work of the cce has been expressed in many ways , said 

Cont;re sSJ!\2Il. Edmi s ton, but perhaps never bett er t han hy n young man 

nit!! ~OD I talked whil e i n Ccrnp YlO.-toBO . The boy said : 

nT~e cce has greatly chanGed t he outl ook on life I had many 

::O:'lths ago when I ente r e d c amp . I am no lonGer discouraGed and 

B3S1l:;r beaten . I believe that I c= find a pos1 tion I'lhen I leave 

"~=;l . a."ld hold it as well as the man who is working next to me. 

the cee has £1ven me self _c on:fi dence and new ambition t o suoceed" . 

There arc two conpanie s a t I'lategn . In the two yearS they 

~..a.Te been there they have constructod twenty_seven miles or ex-

~lll!nt road throuc:h tJ.e rnount a1n s , Qonc;res sman :Edr.liston said . 

Ctnt1n'.lecl to 1aud the coop , soyinB t hat the y oung men have oon· 

·";r .. cted a torty - foot do.rn which impound s a be8.ut iful artific i al 

,.,. I d i t wi ll be $ haWI'l f'or 
. tis beinl" stocked with fish , an 

n... it 1 d t th pub110 n"'t sUr.'ID'ICr . 
en 15 oreno 0 0 " " 

ottr~otive 108 onoins hOve 

Tho ot • proernm or rifty 
k to thll r \lblio . 

1'1'1.11 bo rent.oO by tho woe -.1\ bun t . "'he), 

.... 11 tiullt on 
l tuld .'lhicll ... 

11 , 000 aaroe ot Vlnete timber 
1 5 0 1'111 of the 

-« b7 lhO .\,QCO lilt :! . OO por noro . on.! it 

-ttraett,. •• tllllte park. , .aid ~~r . FAmieto
n

• 



FiN 

tHs pa..-t . 

and reforestation \"fork Stations 

PrOJ::! t e <> h bo~innlng the cce has 
1'1111 continue in 

judGed its prOjects 
• Bocl01 ~CI' t~e r and econonic value . said 

and parks, reduction 
the congressman . Io_ 

- 2_ 

of loss from forest 
t 

e diseases , halting of soil \'Iastaee by crosion, 
:lres, insects , rc 

ce\'el0P=Jent of public recreational areas , flood control , and 
CC:!Servatlol'l of wild life . 

The boy s in the cnmps have an oPportlUli ty to study and 

recel":o SPecial competent In.5t.cuC"tlon in stone masonry . surveYing , 

:orestry, terr~clng . road building, electrical work , project 

~~~~te=ent , asrlcult~e , auto repair , carpentry , COoking , mechan _ 

'cal drawinG, rad.o aexv"ing , and plene surveY"ng . The foresi ght 

o~ """.dent Roosevelt has e iven them a new lease on life , Said 
~e~~s~ BdOlston. 


